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the Decembrist Steingel listed along with the works of Voltaire and
Radishchev Wit Works Woe. Banned by the tsarist censorship
this book circulated from hand to hand for a long time in man-
uscript form, and copies were distributed throughout the provinces.
Qriboyedov was all the more dangerous to tsarism in that he was asso-
ciated with the Decembrists, although he was not in complete agree-
ment with their views. That is why Nicholas I decided to rid himself
of Griboyedov. He sent the poet, against his wishes, as ambassador
to Teheran, where the Russian dramatist was shortly afterwards killed
by a fanatic mob worked up into a fury over the persecutions of Rus-
sian tsarism.

'.Another victim of Nicholas* reign was the talented Russian writ-
er and philosopher, Pyotr Yakovlevich Chaadayev (1796-1856),
friend of Pushkin. The great poet dedicated three remarkable "Epis-
tles" to Chaadayev. In 1836 Chaadayev *s famous Philosophical
Letter sharply criticizing past and present feudal Russia was published
in the Telescope. On reading Chaadayev*s article Nicholas I wrote:
"Having read the article, I find that its contents are a mixture of
brazen nonsense worthy of a madman." The tsar had Chaadayev cer-
tified as insane and ordered him to be kept under constant medical
surveillance and all his manuscripts to be confiscated. Nicholas I or-
dered the young poet Polezhayev, author of the poem Sashka* con-
scripted into the army, where, after severe manhandling, he died in
a military hospital. But the most tragic and irretrievable loss to
Russia was the death of her poet genius,, Alexander Sergeyevich Push*
kin. Greatest of Russian poets, a genius of world literature,
the founder of Russian realism and the creator of a Russian literary
language, A. S. Pushkin is the pride and glory of the Russian people.
Pushkin was a nobleman but, in the apt words of the great proletar-
ian writer Gorky: "For him the interests of the whole nation stood
higher than the interests of the nobility, and his personal experience
was broader and deeper than the experience of the- class of nobles."
Pushkin was not only a great poet but a great citizen, who reflected
to a certain degree the revolutionary aspirations of the people.

Pushkin was born in Moscow in 1799, in the family of a high,
born impecunious nobleman* With the assistance of his uncle's and
father's friends Pushkin was admitted into the newly-founded aristo-
cratic Lyceum of Tsarskoye Selo. The French Encyclopaedists exerted
a great influence on Pushkin in;his youth. From them he acquired his
striving after enlightenment and his critical attitude to the antiquated
feudal system. From the revolutionary "writers and poets of Western
Europe he drew ;his hatred of tyrants* As early >as 1815 the sixteen-
year-old Pushkin expressed his hatred of slavery in his poem To Li*
cinius. In 1817 Pushkin graduated, from the Lyceum. The stark reali-
ties of feudal Russia deeply afiected the impressionable young poet.
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